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The United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children, offers the following definition of human trafficking:15

(a) . . . the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, 
by means of threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of 
fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of 
the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person 
having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation 
shall include, at a minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or 
other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices 
similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of organs;

(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation 
set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article shall be irrelevant where any of the 
means set forth in subparagraph (a) have been used;

(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for 
the purpose of exploitation shall be considered “trafficking in persons” even if 
this does not involve any of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article;

(d) “Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age.

Some victims claim to have voluntarily entered the world of human trafficking; however, 
most involved are tricked, threatened, and otherwise coerced into this practice. Further, those 
who do so “voluntarily” frequently have no other choice, bringing into question whether 
being trafficked can really be voluntary. This is especially true when considering victims of 
trafficking who are minors. Minors cannot give consent under any circumstances, meaning 
their participation in human or sex trafficking is never voluntary.

In the United States, common types of domestic human trafficking include persons 
forced to work as domestic servants, farmworkers, factory workers, and sex labor.16 Domestic 
human trafficking most often occurs around international travel hubs, especially where 
large immigrant populations exist. Several major U.S. government departments compile 
reports on human trafficking in the United States. For example, in 2011, the Department 
of Justice released a report for activity from 2008 to 2010 and concluded that during this 
period, federally funded anti-trafficking task forces opened 2,515 cases to investigate sus-
pected cases of human trafficking, the bulk of which (82%) were sex trafficking cases.17 

?
COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

There Are No Child Prostitutes, but There Are 
Prostituted Children

Minors are unable to legally consent. This is true 
for all behaviors, including prostitution. There is an 
effort to end the use of the phrase child prostitutes 
because it implies that the child is responsible for 
this behavior. Rather, a more accurate phrase is chil-

dren who are prostituted. Further strides are being 
made to educate people that no child can consent 
to being prostituted and that prostituting children is 
a form of child abuse and a form of violence against 
children.
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